
inspiring independent minds



welcome...

“   We are concerned with all that a girl is and could become” - our founder Mary Ward (1585-1645)
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welcome...

Mary Arnal, Headmistress

*Source: Telegraph – Independent 

Schools A Level Results League 2015

I believe a happy person is a successful one and 

the best preparation for the next stage in life is an 

all-round education. Your daughter will thrive in 

a vibrant, beautiful and secure community, where 

we educate the whole person, with our broad 

academic curriculum and wide-range of activities. 

We celebrate the individual, discover and develop 

all talents to inspire passion, ambition and success. 

We foster an authentic sense of wellbeing allowing 

each girl to have the courage to face the unexpected 

and challenge the ordinary.

St Mary’s girls are unique. They radiate an inner confi dence 

and resilience borne of outstanding teaching and learning, 

strong spiritual formation, secure interpersonal skills and an 

enormous amount of laughter. This elixir is potent. They own 

their future and are ready for any new challenge. This means 

simply that they love their school now and for a lifetime.

St Mary’s is proud to be part of the global Mary Ward network 

linked to the Loreto and CJ Schools worldwide. As such, we 

reach out and collaborate with some of the most diverse and 

interesting people living today.

As a Top 100 Independent School* in the country, come and 

see how we are becoming a highly sought-after boarding and 

day experience for girls.
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Life at St Mary’s
St Mary’s is a Catholic school but we welcome 

girls of all faiths. At the heart of the school are 

our traditional Christian values, which instil 

dignity, kindness and respect among staff and 

girls. There is a wonderful and very genuine 

family and community feel and friendships 

develop here which last for life. 

Whether boarding or day, we are proud to give our girls 

the freedom to be themselves. It is the character of the 

individual that adds to the richness of our community 

and St Mary’s prides itself on its ability to bring out the 

best in everyone.

We give our girls outstanding pastoral care and individual 

attention to inspire them to fulfil their potential. We 

encourage each girl to take on new challenges and to 

enjoy a well-rounded and stimulating education.

There is something quite unique about St Mary’s, whether 

it’s the atmosphere, the safe haven of its beautiful park 

and woodland setting, or its very natural and understated 

character. The enthusiasm of the teachers and the 

dedication of the pastoral staff are reflected in the happy 

faces of the girls. Come for a visit and see for yourself.

“   An excellent, well-rounded education 
delivered within a happy and caring 
environment.”



3

“     St Mary’s was the making of our 
daughter - she went from being a shy, 
quiet little girl, to a confident, happy 
and self assured young lady. She went 
to Africa in her gap year; something 
we thought would never happen.

”
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Academic
Our dedicated and enthusiastic teachers give 

our girls a passion to succeed and inspire in 

them a love of learning. Girls gain confi dence 

and have the opportunity to fl ourish in small 

classes and with personal support from an 

excellent tutorial system.

We believe learning should be exciting, innovative and 

centred on the needs of the individual. Our girls can 

choose from a wide-ranging choice of subjects from our 

broad GCSE and A-Level curriculum. We use a blend of 

modern technology and traditional teaching methods 

and our girls excel in all areas of the curriculum, from

the academic to the practical. 

St Mary’s prides itself on the academic achievements

of its students. We have an outstanding record of girls

gaining places at their fi rst choice universities, including 

Oxford and Cambridge. We believe in preparing students 

for the future and the Sixth Form enrichment programme 

of guest speakers, events and societies encourages 

their independence.

“   It is the academic school we were 
looking for, without the ‘hothouse’ 
style of other schools.

”



6

Sport
Sport is a key element in school life. Our 

philosophy is “sport for all” and we aim

to give all our girls a love of sport and to set 

them on the path of life-long physical activity. 

Sport helps girls to improve their social skills, 

enhances their learning and gives them a

great deal of enjoyment. 

We believe that competition is a healthy part of life and 

we have a thriving elite athletes programme. The majority 

of our teams regularly compete at county level and 

sometimes at national level. GCSE and A-Level sport are 

popular, as is the Sports Leaders programme for the Sixth 

Form. Many of our girls are also inspired to achieve the 

National Pool Lifeguarding Qualifi cation.

Our sports facilities are exceptional. To encourage year-

round fi tness we have a 25 metre indoor pool, fl oodlit 

astro-turf and a large sports hall equipped with the latest 

personal fi tness equipment. Girls can swim and play tennis 

throughout the year. In winter they play netball and hockey 

and in the summer they enjoy athletics and rounders.

“   Sport is an essential aspect of day to 
day life. It enhances learning and gives 
the girls a focus for aspirations as well 
as enjoyment.

”
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Performing arts
Girls make the most of their talent and

passion for music, dance and drama 

and express their individuality.

The musical life of St Mary’s is rich and varied. We offer girls 

individual and group lessons with a variety of specialist 

music teachers. They can choose from a wide range of 

instruments, as well as singing, aural training, theory, 

chamber music, orchestral and choral work. 

Girls take part in formal and informal concerts, performing 

solos, or as part of the chamber group, orchestra, percussion 

ensemble or rock band. The Chapel Choir, which is at the 

heart of the liturgical life of the school, regularly travels 

abroad and girls enjoy special visits to perform in places 

such as Vienna, Rome, Venice and Budapest. 

St Mary’s has an excellent reputation for drama and the 

standard of our many productions and performance

work in exams is exceptional. Girls shine on stage and 

behind the scenes too, where they develop a wide range of 

theatrical skills including set design, costumes, directing 

and lighting.

Dance also plays a part in school life. Ballet, jazz and tap 

dance classes are popular, with many girls studying for 

graded examinations. We offer street dance and other styles 

as fun weekend activities too.

“   It is truly an amazing school that we 
will be forever grateful to.”
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“   We must congratulate you for what 
the school does for the girls. It is truly 
amazing to see what the girls have 
achieved during this time. We are really 
glad to form part of this family.”
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Creative arts
Creativity is at the heart of the school and 

we encourage every girl to express herself 

through art. Year after year, the quality and 

standard of the girls’ artwork is outstanding. 

We proudly exhibit their work throughout 

the school and encourage them to enter 

local and national competitions.

Our strength lies in the variety of specialist techniques 

and range of media we offer. All girls have the opportunity 

to learn drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, 

textiles and photography. Girls can take GCSEs in Fine Art, 

Photography and Textiles, and we offer A-Levels in Fine 

Art and Photography. A large number of St Mary’s girls 

successfully apply to renowned art schools every year. 

To further inspire their art education we take all year 

groups on regular trips to London galleries and Sixth Form 

girls take overseas trips to art exhibitions in cities such as 

Paris, Florence and Barcelona.

“   I can’t fault the school. It’s 
allowing my girls to be the  
best that they can be and to  
be happy.

”
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Beyond the 
curriculum
At St Mary’s we give girls every opportunity to 

learn life-long skills in a variety of after-school 

clubs and societies. 

From debating to cookery and from badminton 

to economics, we’re always encouraging girls 

to try something new. Our extra curricular 

activities include riding, sailing, dance and 

music, plus societies for art, photography, 

drama, politics, the Wigmore Reading Group 

and many more.

Many girls participate in The Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

scheme with a high number achieving their Gold Award. 

St Mary’s has a Young Enterprise scheme, which enables 

girls to develop their business ideas and skills in team-

work. Our girls support many charities around the world 

and they organise fundraising events with dedication, 

imagination and a great sense of fun.

“   Carrying Duke of Edinburgh right 
the way through to Gold is a huge 
achievement which creates strong 
friendships and unforgettable life 
experiences that are worth all 
the hardship.

”
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Life in the
Sixth Form
The Sixth Form at St Mary’s is a very positive 

time where girls learn about themselves, fulfi l 

their potential and make great friends and 

happy memories.

We want our girls to be the best they can be, and 

we offer them a broad, challenging and carefully 

structured curriculum. We encourage girls to develop 

self-discipline and integrity; two essential ingredients 

for personal success.

Each girl is supported by a specialist Sixth Form Tutor

who monitors her academic and extra-curricular

progress through regular meetings. 

We want the Sixth Form to be a fulfi lling and inspiring 

time and we offer a wide range of activities outside 

of lessons. We encourage Sixth Form girls to assume 

leadership and embrace responsibility within the prefect 

system and within clubs and societies, as part of their

all-round education and journey towards independence. 
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“   The overall impression of the school is one of vibrancy, 
focused teachers with girls being offered a wide range of 
interesting extra-curricular activities.  The result is a school 
of well nurtured , happy girls who leave as confident young 
women, with friends for life.

”
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Life beyond
St Mary’s 
St Mary’s gives girls a strong foundation 

for success in life.

Our girls leave us to pursue their dreams in ways as 

rich and varied as the individuals themselves. Many of 

them secure places at the UK’s top universities to study 

sciences, languages and the humanities; others pursue 

the arts, vocational courses and employment. Many go on 

to post-graduate studies in law, medicine or education. 

St Mary’s girls go on to lead rich and fulfi lling lives: secure 

in their own individuality, with independent minds yet 

holding fi rm to our values of integrity, respect and dignity.
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Prospectus
To discover more, come and see us.
T: 01747 857111 or visit www.stmarys.eu
St Mary’s School, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 9LP

Quotes source: current parents and girls.


